PROJECT VIETNAM INC.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT TO THE 2018 AGM

As the curtain closes on yet another year, it is my pleasure to present my annual report to the 2018 AGM.

Again a very busy year for our little organisation. PVI's membership base is continuing to be maintained around the eighty mark which is very encouraging. Our membership base forms our financial foundation to provide funds to cover all our running costs within Australia. A plea for all our members to continue their financial support and not just rejoin to partake in an overseas project.

Our achievements for the year are quite impressive and well worth the extra funding required to complete them.

The small of Thanh Binh now has a new two storey Kindergarten for the generations to come. The new building stands very proud towering well above the high flood levels handed out by the nearby river. 

Undoubtably our largest project yet and it is very significent that Tony van Boxmwwr's name is proudly embedded on the gold plarque mounted in pride of place.

Thirty four members travelled to Phong Nha in March and were kept very busy to complete the task of finishing of a bare shell ready for students to occupy.

Recent trip, by Ian,  to the area show that the school is well kept and enjoyed by the teachers and students.

Looking forward we hope to continue our work in the same region for many years yet. 

2019's project is in the planning stage with a new toilet block for a nearby high school being high on our list. It amazes us that up to 450 high school students can attend school with no appropriate toilet facilities.

We can't solve this problem for the whole region but it is our plan to chew away at it.

Next year's list of volunteers is again above thirty and management is feeling the pressure to find work for such a large team whilst still keeping it within our budget. Maybe next year we can plan on some days off. Sounds good to an old bloke like me.

A highlight this year was the visit of Ian's and Murray's sons to the jobsite for a couple of days.

Murray's boys were impressed to see what their dad got up to every year. The Kindergarten now boasts some special paint tint made of Murray's ashes.

Peter Angell has had another successful project season in Cambodia.

Through our connection with the All Kids organisation the team was split up to cater for the needs of three schools.

Skilled hands were kept busy with the refurbishment of 80 classroom desks and major repairs to doors and shutters.

Toilet blocks saw some much needed fresh paint as well as some creative art.

Maintenance was carried out on the water filtration system at the Smach Deng primary school along with the replacement of the roof on the main classroom building. The new r and funded by PVI.

The nearby Champkapich School received a new pipeline to supply fresh water to their storage tanks along with some new push button plumbing.

Busy busy busy.

Now Pete has the task to find appropriate work for the numbers who wish to join next year's team.

I have long hinted that this will be my final year as President.

With the conflict of being President and Treasurer of the same organisation having to be solved, I have decided to stand for Treasurer in the coming year.

In stepping down I would like to recognise all the help I have received over the past six years.

As a small organisation with our numbers spread all over Australia, it is just a fact of geography that most of the workload falls into the hands of SE Queensland's members.

Thanks to those who keep the show running by:

1. Travelling up to 100 ks to attend our meetings every month.

2. Sorting through the endless pile of emails and producing the appropriate responses.

3. Trying to organise a feelgood work experience for a project team in a foreign country whilst running your own life back in Aus.

4. Overcoming technology ignorance to keep a website up and running.

5. Producing a fist class newsletter so we can all read about ourselves and our achievements.

6. Continuing to monitor our cash reserves and when dwindling come up with inventive ideas to fundraise.

These are the obvious tasks and don't include the personal  efforts of trying to bring some sort of dental hygene to children in remote areas, as well as push to introduce the supply of sanitary needs for female attending high school.

Hats off to you all.

I hope I have not upset too many people with my 'non confrontational procrastination' style.

I look forward to giving my full support to my replacement.

Jim O'Shannessy.

