PROJECT VIETNAM INC.

President's Report to the 2017 AGM

It is with pleasure that I present my annual report to the 2017 AGM.

I seems barely months since our last AGM but I'm assured our planet has done a complete trip around the sun since.

A mixed bag for our organisation this year with many great achievements but the loss of one of our much loved and key stone members. We were all devastated with the   news of Tony van Boxmeer's untimely death just before Xmas.

Tony has been the Building Supervisor  for the Vietnam Team over the past ten years. His love for the work and the Vietnamese people was very obvious. He was very highly respected by all who knew him and will be extremely missed.

Thank you for what you brought to our organisation Tony. Picking up the pieces and making sure this years project continued was a shared effort and we can be very proud of our results.

Speaking of efforts..............our Building Teams again ventured into Cambodia during February and into Vietnam during March. Not surprising the results have been amazing.

Peter Angel, with only a team of 11 volunteers, again travelled to the south of Cambodia into the Sihanoukville region. Here in two weeks they carried the refurbishment of three classrooms and major concrete structural repairs at the Smach Deng School.

The real 'feather in the cap' was the very creative project to supply drinking water to the school. An ingenious filter system coupled with a solar powered pump will make a remarkable difference to the school population. Something we all take for granted at home.

Seeing the need for wheelchairs in the hospitals of Cambodia, and the difficulty of shipping small numbers of  them from Australia, PVI purchased 15 new chairs in Phnom Penh. Twelve were very well received in the Sihanouk Hospital in Phnom Penh while the remainder were given to special needs in the local area of Ream and Tannup.

A special mention to Paul Otto and the Allkids organisation who work 'hand in hand' with PVI at the Smach Deng Primary School.

A large team of thirty four made up the Project team for Vietnam this year. Many new members and I'm sure they had a very positive experience. Most have volunteered again for next year so something must going right.

With the loss of Tony during the important planning phase of the Project, Ron Toohey has taken on the big task of Building Supervisor. A brave move considering we were heading into new geography and a long list of unknowns.

The site for the construction of a new Kindergarten was Phong Nha. A Rural community of the Central Highlands now best known for the very large caves only

recently discovered. A very scenic part of Vietnam. The existing building was over

 crowded and suffered from major flooding from the nearby river.

With the help of local resort owners, Tony and Tham Agnew, we managed to come up with a suitable plan to use local builders to construct the shell of the new school, expecting to be able to work on fitting it out on our arrival in March. Bad weather and the sheer size of the building saw plan 'B' kick in. It was decided to spread the major construction over two or three years and refurbish the existing kindergarten. 

To keep the large team active over the next two weeks we had no trouble finding more local schools that required some tlc. In all 8 classrooms were transformed and the whole team should be proud of the results.

A big unexpected bonus of the small village of Phong Nha was the after work social life. Young backpackers are attracted to the adventure side of cave tourism  and with them come the good food of many nationalities and the night life. We had no trouble fitting in!

Monthly meetings have been very well attended with regulars coming from as far as Brisbane and Gympie. The social gathering after the meeting is a highlight.

2017 has been a good year for new members. 12 in all have joined PVI. As with all organisations, good members come and go as life presents new challenges. Welcome to all our new members and thanks to all those that may return. There is nothing like some young people on our teams to stirrup the old folk.

Our busy core of Committee Members have again kept the show on the road. In particular Ian Bath and David Williams do a real lot of work behind the scenes and their dedication  is well recognised and much appreciated.

This year we have rekindled the granting of Education Bursaries to needy and worthy students in Cambodia and Vietnam. We have set up two bursaries in honour of 

John Robertson and Tony van Boxmeer. Current intentions are to assist two dental trainees doing their training in Phnom Penh. 

Our Newsletter has hit the press again thanks to our new editors Jan and John Miller.

Well done and a plea for all members to be active in supplying interesting content.

Those who frequent our website will have noticed it being a little stagnant. A new website is currently being constructed with the help of Trish Simpson and should be ready to go online soon. Thanks Trish, tech savvy members are hard to find.

One thing that I notice every year is that no one travels to our Projects empty handed. Boxes of prescription glasses, hand made quilts, knitted clothing and toys, tooth brushes and paste, donated power tools and even bags of rags and paint brushes all somehow end up on the job. A huge thank you to those who donate all these items and those who lug it all over the world. Our latest newsletter is full of stories and pictures of happy donors and recipients.

Thanks to the generosity of our members, business employees and the occasional grant, PVI is in a good position to take on our future planned Projects.

As all donations and fund raising goes only to the Projects it is vital we keep our financial membership base active. Our membership fees are used to cover the costs of our insurances and administration. So thanks to all our members who can't travel on our Project Teams, your support if a big part of our survival.

In closing I would like to acknowledge the support I have received throughout the year and thank all those hard workers who are always ready to do that extra bit.

Jim O'Shannessy

President/Treasurer PVI

