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Editor’s Desk           

We present our spring/summer edition of the newsletter to our many supporters. At the 
risk of repeating ourselves “these are strange times” we are living in, though compared to 
other states; in Queensland we only have to live with small inconveniences. 

Normally at this time of year our travelling groups and committee would be preparing and 
planning for our working bees in Vietnam and Cambodia. As expanded on in this newsletter 
the committee and other members have now focused on other areas such as remote 
financial assistance to needy communities overseas and to fundraising in Australia. 

Following the recent AGM, the new committee (shown below) has been installed with only 
a minor change to the previous committee. Sandra Robinson along with her great work on 
fundraising has taken on the role of vice president. Thanks Sandra. 

Our President’s Annual Report (included below) succinctly summarizes the past years 
achievements. Thanks Brendan. 

With a possible opportunity of doing work in Laos sometime in the future an article titled 
“New Project Initiative -Laos” is included giving background information. Thanks Neil. 

Finally, a quick mention needs to be given again to those very generous supporters of PVI 
who regularly and almost inconspicuously donate funds to us. They are noted in the 
newsletter but they deserve more recognition. They are Tom Smith, June Canavan 
Association, Chem Supply and our “long time no see” friends Rose and Nathan Kemp. Great 
work guys. 

Enjoy reading. 

Jan and John Miller 
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President’s Annual Report 2021           
Brendan McKenna, PVI President, 2021 

2021 was in many ways a defining year for many global charities with the difficulties of 
working within the boundaries of the dreaded Covid.  However, I am pleased to say that 
generally Project Vietnam was able to step up to the challenges and ensure our projects 
were completed and sufficient funds were fairly distributed to provide life opportunities to 
our communities in Vietnam and Cambodia. 
Despite the pandemic, both 2021 membership and our ability to raise needed funds, have 
remained stable with much support from our members and associated organizations.  The 
Eumundi carparking and the Sports events have been the mainstay of our fundraising and 
for this we thank Jan and John Miller and Sandra Robinson for organising our involvement. 

Sandra Robinson has been a great asset to our team this year as we were able to draw on 
her experience and contacts to engage with NGO’s in the very poor Mekong Delta region 
and provide us with information where our charitable funds could be best distributed.  We 
invested our resources with local partners in this region who have a community focused 
approach, excellent reporting practices and a thorough understanding of how to implement 
effective projects in their local areas.  By working with these carefully chosen partners, we 
have been able to work more efficiently and multiply the impact of our contribution.     

Our level of collaboration with key NGOs, in both Cambodia and Vietnam, increased as we 
locked in support to: 

• Distribute emergency food packages 

• Housing funding 

• Water filtration systems 

• Microfinancing facilities 

• Female welfare needs through distribution of personal hygiene products 

• Education via school support and sponsorship 

• Family Health Insurance  

Project Vietnam has diversified into Laos this year with financial support for The 
Permaculture Learning Centre in Laos under the guidance of Neale Whited.   We thank 
Neale for all the work he has undertaken in this area.  It is an opportunity for PVI to improve 
the lives of marginalised minorities in Laos by reversing unsustainable agricultural and 
environmental practises.   

I want to conclude by thanking some of the remarkable people who make PVI possible.  That 
is, its members and supporters.  Our committee and volunteers, Tom Smith for his financial 
contributions to the Sapa community and the June Canavan Foundation for their continuous 
financial support.   Thank you all for standing strong with us in 2021.    
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I feel privileged to work with PVI.   It has been both productive and enjoyable, with a real 
sense of colleagues sharing challenges and working together to achieve required 
outcomes.    We still have a lot more work to do, and 2022 will be an interesting year 
dealing with the many issues of a global pandemic that will be with us for some time.  

 
At the September Annual General Meeting the following members were elected to the 
committee for a period of 12 months. 
 

2021 Committee Members 
President Brendan McKenna 
Vice President Sandra Robinson 
Secretary David Williams 
Treasurer Jim O’Shannessy 
Management Committee  
Membership and Vietnam 
Team Coordinator 

Ian Bath 

Vietnam Project Manager Ron Toohey 
Cambodia Project Coordinator David Williams 
Cambodia Project Manager David Findlater 
Newsletter and Triathlon 
Coordinators  

John and Jan Miller 

Car Parking Coordinator Sandra Robinson 
 Terry Kerr 
 Jackie McKay 
 Peter McDonald 
 Florence Teillet 

 David Walters 
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New project initiative - Laos 

Earlier in the year one of our members-Neale Whitsed presented a proposal to a monthly 
meeting to support a project in Laos. I will let Neale tell the story: 

Following a chance meeting with Laos resident Phaeng Xaphokhame in Albury this year, I 
have had the privilege of getting to know Phaeng and learning about the impact changes to 
traditional agricultural practices are having in northern Laos. 

These changes have not only impacted the minority communities but are having a 
significant effect on the environment. 

In December Phaeng will finish a 2 course in Permaculture at The National Environment 
Centre in Albury. He will then return to his village and establish a Learning Centre where he 
can teach and engage the local community in sustainable agricultural practices. 

Phaeng and his wife own 20HA on which he will develop a permaculture farm and build a 
learning centre where local farmers, senior students, residents in a local drug rehabilitation 
centre and potentially interested International people can come and develop skills in 
permaculture. 

Phaeng also plans to provide a permaculture education program within local junior schools 
and assist them to establish permaculture gardens within the school grounds so the 
produce can be used for student meals. 

PVI has agreed to assist Phaeng with the cost of building a 1.8km access road to the farm, 
this road will allow material to be taken into the farm and learning centre site and 
eventually produce to be taken out. The road will also give direct access to 5 neighboring 
farmers and improve access for another 11 local farmers. These farmers are contributing to 
the road in a variety of ways. 

At this stage Phaeng has completed the road specifications, had the route surveyed and is in 
the process of sourcing local contractors to construct the road. Construction will start in 
2022 after he is back in Laos and finished his Covid quarantine. 

When we can travel again for PVI projects the plan is to take a team to Laos to assist with 
building infrastructure at the learning centre, build relationships with the local community 
and investigate other local community work. 

I have been asked to take on the role of trip coordinator Laos and will continue to give you 
updates on progress of the project and hopefully next year we can get back to our core 
work of helping less fortunate communities in SE Asia. 

Neale Whitsed  
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Ian’s report on life in Vietnam at present 

 

I've been in touch via phone with a few friends in Vietnam on a regular basis and the story 
seems to be the same throughout the country, from Saigon to Dong Hoi, Phong Nha and 
Hanoi and Thai Binh City that a large proportion of the population are hurting financially and 
socially mainly due to the Delta strain of the Covid situation. 

The Vietnamese being as resourceful as they are are turning their talents to other 
occupations especially in the tourist and hospitality industries, Tony Phuong who has been 
involved in the hotel industry has shut his hotel and travel agency and is now making and 
distributing sausages. 

Saigon and Hanoi have been in lockdown and their vaccination role out has been seriously 
ramped up to try and get the country back to normal. I was informed this week that the 
Government has indicated that they might open up for tourism for their Annual T E T 
celebrations which falls in mid-February. 

The Government has announced that Phu Quoc Island could be opening up for tourism in 
the near future, however at this stage there’ll be no access to the mainland at the time of 
opening. Phu Quoc Island is situated off the southern tip of Vietnam bordering with 
Cambodia, actually during the Vietnam war the island was a prisoner of war facility. 

Yesterday I called Tony Agnew from the Lake House Resort and he informed me that at the 
moment there is no public transport operating due to the Covid situation, which means 
there is no internal travel. 

Tony’s wife Tham has opened up a hot bread, cakes and pizza shop in Dong Hoi to assist 
with their income. Tony also indicated to me yesterday that he's seriously thinking of 
returning back to Australia and taking on work in the construction industry.  

I called a hotel and travel agent in Phong Nha only yesterday and I was informed that all the 
businesses in the town are closed apart from the central food and supplies market. The 
hotel owner closed his hotel 3 months ago and is now working 35kms away for a large 
construction company installing and building wind farms. 

I noticed there was a report on the T V yesterday stating that Taiwan and Vietnam will be 
two of the major countries that will get on top of this pandemic before other countries.  

Ian Bath 
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Tom Smith 

 

It’s with great sadness that we learn of the poor health of Tom Smith. Tom became a 
member of PVI a few years ago when he approached us to help him send money to Father 
Binh of the Sapa Catholic Church. The money was to support the education of 
disadvantaged children and provide food and accommodation. 

Both Tom and his wife June have sent 2 lots of $3000 to Father Binh which will pay for 61 
children for a month.  

 

Fundraising 

 

Even though we are unable to travel to Cambodia or Vietnam it is important the we carry on 
with our fundraising efforts to support our friends in both countries who are being severely 
impacted by Covid.  

Each month a number of members work as carpark attendants at the Eumundi Markets. 
Thanks goes out to Sandra Robinson for organising the roster each month. 

In September 16 members and non-members enjoyed the experience of volunteering as 
Athlete-Check In assistants at the Sunshine Coast 70.3 event held at Mooloolabah. 

A big thank you goes out to those members and particularly the non -members who help 
out at our fundraising activities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Our volunteer team minus Ian and Terry who were stationed out on the course. 
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Last weekend we were able to fill 34 volunteer positions at the Noosa Triathlon thanks to 
the members a non-members who gave up hours of their time to assist in the smooth 
running of the event.  

Our president not only worked tirelessly on the Friday and Saturday but also completed his 
first Noosa Tri in a teams event on the Sunday.  Well done Brendan.  
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Our Sponsors 

Once again, we would like to acknowledge and thank our generous benefactors whose continued 
support enable us to fund our projects 

  

 


