Project Vietnam Inc.
Newsletter: Spring: 2020
Editor’s Desk
The Spring edition (just made it) of the PVI Newsletter is to hand.
With the restrictions imposed by COVID19 our efforts are much different than at this time last
year with our focus being on assisting the needy from afar instead of being “on the ground”
in either Vietnam or Cambodia in 2021. New initiatives and opportunities have been taken up
with the aim of helping in whatever way we can particularly in flood ravaged areas of Vietnam.
Reports contained in the following pages give details of what PVI has done and what we are
trying to achieve.
In September our president Brendan opened the AGM and welcomed all who attended. As
you can see from the table below there has been no significant changes to the Management
Committee. A big thank you to all the members who made a commitment to continue their
roles into 2021.
New Committee Members
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Management Committee Members
Vietnam Project Coordinator & membership
Vietnam Project Manager
Cambodia Project Coordinator
Cambodia Project Manager
In -country coordinators -Vietnam
Newsletter Editors & Triathlon Coordinators
Eumundi Markets Car Parking Coordinator

Brendan McKenna
Jim O’Shannessy
Jim O’Shannessy
David Williams
Ian Bath
Ron Toohey
David Williams
David Findlater
Ken Dinham and Fran Sivertson
John and Jan Miller
Sandra Robinson
Terry Kerr
Peter McDonald
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With Christmas almost upon us it’s time to reflect on how lucky we are living in this country.
Compared to other places we should be proud of the way we have responded to the COVID
crisis and be thankful for our standard of living and to be mindful of how tough it is for our
friends in Vietnam and Cambodia .
We wish all the members and friends of PVI the very best for Christmas and hope they stay
positive that 2021 will be better.

President’s Report
Brendan McKenna, PVI President, 2020
2020 will be a memorable year for our Vietnam team members as we scrambled back home
amid cancelled flights and COVID19. Eventually, everyone made it home, survived two weeks
isolation and our projects in both Cambodia and Vietnam were completed successfully.
We have recently invested our resources with local partners who have a community focused
approach, excellent reporting practices and a thorough understanding of how to implement
effective projects in their local areas. By working with these carefully chosen partners we
have been able to work more efficiently and multiply the impact of our contribution.
We had 18 members participate in the Phong Nha, Vietnam project and a record 18 team
members volunteer in the project in Bospo Village, Cambodia.
Key undertakings:
•
•
•

Construction of 10 simply styled houses for the very poor living in the local village of
Bospo and nearby villages, Battambang, Cambodia
Renew ceilings in 4 classrooms in Hung Trach Primary School, Phong Nha
Prepare and paint internal and external walls of Hung Trach Primary School

Total cost of Cambodian projects:

$22,895.00 (includes scholarships and sanitation)

Total cost of Vietnam projects:

$8,350.00 (includes water well)
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Once again, this past year has seen many people contribute to the success of the 2020
projects in Vietnam and Cambodia and we thank them all: our members, donors, partners,
project leaders and volunteers and Roger Peters for providing, through Mitre10, the ladders,
platforms and tools. They were well used on both projects. Fundraising has been very
consistent and well-co-ordinated throughout the year. Special thanks in this department to
Jan and John Miller for enacting the sport event opportunities and Judy Malzard and Peter
McDonald for enabling our participation in the Eumundi Markets car parking. And thanks to
Sandra Robinson for all the work she does organising the rosters for the car park volunteers.
Many of our members, and non-members, have volunteered their time consistently to
undertake this work at these events and their effort is very much appreciated by all at PVI.
Next year’s building projects have yet to be decided and, because of the current COVID19
health risks, will not be considered until later in the year.
Membership has always been the foundation of our organisation and has remained steady
over the year with 65 current members. We urge everyone to maintain their financial support
in this regard as every cent raised is allocated to a purposeful project in either Vietnam or
Cambodia and undertaken, or supervised, by our members.
Once again, I would like to thank all our members right across the country and overseas who
dedicate their time researching projects, attending meetings, managing communications,
maintaining the financial accounting and volunteering their time at our fundraising
projects. It really goes without saying, your efforts are priceless and appreciated by PVI.
I hope, like me, you are inspired by our enthusiasm and plans to provide opportunities for
those less fortunate to live fulfilling and healthy lives and you remain keen to participate in
the PVI story.

Life Memberships
Congratulations Gail & Glenn – our new life members
President Brendan had much pleasure in presenting life memberships to Gail Waterhouse and
Glenn Arundell at our AGM in September.
Gail and Glenn are outstanding members and have made exceptional contributions to PVI as
is apparent from their service records below.
GAIL WATERHOUSE
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Gail joined PVI 25 years ago. Her interest in PVI was inspired by her visit to Ho Chi Minh City
in 1996. The medical needs in Vietnam were considerable and the facilities primitive by
today’s standards. Vietnam’s health needs have improved considerably over recent decades.
It’s with considerable satisfaction to reflect that the work of the medical teams led by Gail
positively contributed to the improvement.
Gail led medical teams of 9 PVI members on average to Vietnam each year for 13 years. The
focus of the medical teams was health education through small group and individual lectures
and training for nurses and larger groups through nurse’s conferences. Activities to this end
included training and lectures by Gail and a number of nurses in the PVI team, sponsorship
and involvement in annual Pediatric Nurses’ Conference at the National Hospital of Pediatrics
in Hanoi over 9 years, 40 scholarships since 2007 for students at Thai Binh Medical University.
Scholarship recipients included students from Laos, Cambodia as well as Vietnam.
Gail and the team developed a strong relationship with the staff at the National Hospital of
Pediatrics from the first visit in 2002. From rudimentary beginnings the hospital is now the
biggest pediatric facility in Vietnam and recognised for its expertise and high standards of
medical care. PVI and the medical teams have contributed significantly to the development
of this excellent hospital.
Gail’s outstanding contribution was recognised by the awarding of the Medal of the Order of
Australia in 2009.
Gail has contributed largely to the achievements of the medical teams over the years that
have seen improvements and progress in health practices and outcomes in Vietnam.
Gail has also helped in other ways as an active member of PVI’s Management Committee over
a period of years and been an enthusiastic contributor to fundraising, social and PVI’s other
local charity activities.
Gail has made an outstanding contribution to the success of PVI over many years.

GLENN ARUNDELL
Glenn is a long serving member having joined PVI 17 years ago in 2003. He was a project team
member travelling to Vietnam for project work initially in 2003 and on 10 subsequent
occasions. He was always a lively project team member – hardworking and enjoying
socialising with other team members and local people when in-country.
Glenn was elected President in 2007 and enthusiastically led PVI for 5 years. This was a period
of considerable activity which included annual building team projects in Vietnam, medical
teams to Vietnam and the commencement of work in Cambodia with the first building team
in 2009. Amounts spent by PVI on direct costs of projects averaged $32,000 per year and
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hence the considerable task of raising funds to support this work. Fundraising is always
challenging but Glenn was able to encourage and support other members to organise events
and was then involved in the considerable work of achieving the funding targets to support
our in-country work.
Glenn was a successful and active leader of PVI who was respected and liked by members and
our overseas in-country partners and friends. PVI grew and expanded under Glenn’s
leadership. His knowledge and experience were well recognised by his succeeding President,
Jim O’Shannessy who regularly called on Glenn’s wise counsel.
Glenn is an outstanding member and has made a great contribution to the ongoing success
of PVI.
Photo below shows new life members Gail and Glenn with President Brendan.

Team Reports
Vietnam – Project plan for 2021
Due to the ongoing COVID travel restrictions, PVI will be postponing their trip to Vietnam in
2021.
A housing project in the Mekong Delta has been identified and will proceed in partnership
with Mekong Plus and local Vietnamese NGO, Ánh Dương. http://anhduonghg.org/
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Ánh Dương works with poor families in the Hậu Giang Province aiming to improve

education, standards of living and skills to provide a sustainable income. PVI has agreed to
contribute to the construction of 10 houses for poor families. The maximum
donation/contribution requested toward each house is VND 10M (approx US$500) – total
PVI commitment is US$5,000.
Local builders will be used to construct each house. Depending on the preference of each
family, houses can be a traditional build or a new recycled innovation which is much
cheaper. Ánh Dương is working with local schools to collect unwanted plastic waste which
is recycled into panels used to construct these innovative houses.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lfsplu8eno4&authuser=0
It is anticipated that PVI will become involved with a hands-on team and funding for 10
houses in 2022.

Traditional build

Innovative recycled house

Cambodia – Project plan for 2021
After a successful and busy project this February we were planning a similar approach for
2021. Our work this year included the housing program, work at KNGO school, scholarships
for Bospo dental trainees at Cambodia World Family at Phnom Penh and the ‘Days for Girls’
program.
As we know COVID19 has caused turmoil across the world and many have had their plans
thrown up in the air. Our team isn’t able to visit Bospo in February in 2021 but we would hope
to visit later in the year, say September or October depending on whether international travel
is back up by then. Our planned work includes the housing program and the ‘Days for Girls’
program. We would like to pay for and work with locals in building 10 new houses for some
of the many needy families in and nearby Bospo village. We will provide the money for locals
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to build the houses if we aren’t able to travel to Cambodia. An addition next year is to provide
solar lighting for each new house. Ken Dinham is raising funds for this.
Our scholarships will continue regardless of whether we’re able to travel to Bospo and in fact
we approved payment for the trainees for 2021 at our November meeting. The dental
trainees will complete their two year training course at the end of next year. The other young
woman we support is Sareoury who is now completing her first of three-year university
course in dental nursing. PVI meets her living costs and a private sponsor pays for her
university fees.
We will support the ‘Days for Girls’ program even if we can’t travel to Bospo in 2021. Neale
Whitsed is currently actively raising funds for the purpose.
David Williams & David Findlater

PVI supporting communities in Cambodia and Vietnam
‘AllKids’ new Learning Centre
We were pleased to support our good friends at AllKids in their project to establish a new
Learning Centre at K’Bal Hong which is a small community near Ream. AllKids has been doing
great work for the last 10 years providing education to mostly children who were not
previously attending school in Ream and nearby communities. We have been pleased to have
worked closely with AllKids over 6 years up until last year providing water supply for toilets
and drinking at local schools and renovating schools and the AllKids Ream Learning Centre.
AllKids is now constructing a new Learning Centre at K’Bal Hong to provide schooling for about
60 disadvantaged children in K’Ball Hong village and nearby O’Kampuchea. This would enable
these children to join the Kids to School program.
PVI was happy to contribute $2,000 towards equipment and teaching resources.
David Williams

Emergency food distribution to Cambodia and Vietnam- October
Following the recent devastating floods in Vietnam and Cambodia, PVI sent A$1000 to our
contacts in Phong Nha (Tony and Tham from The Lakehouse Resort) and Bospo (Saveth at the
KNGO school) to provide emergency food supplies to some of the poorer local residents.
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Some of these families or friends of families are known to us from our work there in recent
years.
Saveth, Director of KNGO school at Bospo, organised the distribution of food packs to 40
families from Ouamnong 1 village (nearby to Bospo) which was severely affected by the flood.
As well as our A$1,000 contribution, some local business people also contributed. Mr Yum
Clean and his wife, who run a pure water business, contributed 10 kg of pork and 50L of
bottled water. Mr Yam Han, who owns the rice grinder in Pos Por village, contributed 50,000
riel.
Each food pack included 25 kg rice, 3 kg fish oil, 1 kg fried oil, 1 kg sugar, 1 kg soup powder,
small packet of garlic, 0.5 kg pork and bottled water. Mr Yem Ya, Deputy Governor of Sangke
district and Orambong, joined in the presentation of the food packs.

Phong Nha
Every year in the wet season there is always minor flooding in the area of Phong Nha. The
general accepted flood height is about half a metre at the most, this year the floods exceeded
4 metres, their highest level for the past ten years. The local residents are generally prepared
for the annual event however not to the extent of this flood. All the low-lying residences
were flooded out, bridges covered over and the main road to Dong Hoi was cut for nearly a
week. All of the major buildings, schools included, were flooded up to at least the second
floor, subsequently basic supplies were in heavy demand throughout the local surrounding
districts, both stock numbers and cultivated farm food products were also lost and mud slides
claimed several lives.
In February this year, PVI worked on the Hung Trach Village #1 Primary School. The flood
caused some damage to the school but recent reports indicate that cleaning up is underway
and all seems ok.
Thanks go to The Paradise Hotel for the distribution of the $1000.00 and Thum from The
Lakehouse with her team of volunteers and staff, who worked tirelessly to distribute food and
supplies in shocking conditions. It’s understood some of the funding went towards
refrigerated water purifiers/coolers for both the school and the kindergarten.
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Cambodian Chicken farm project
Thanks to the generosity of PVI members and other individual donors $AUD6844.67 has been
raised for the KNGO sponsored Chicken Farm Project in Battanbang Cambodia.
PVI”s contribution to the project to date has been $AUD1000
To establish the farm a significant capital investment is required to build chicken houses, erect
fencing, supply water and electricity, then you need to purchase your breeding stock of hens
and roosters along with egg incubation boxes, food and water containers,
The establishment of the farm is going well with the plan for 1,000 chickens and 500 hens. It
is thought that initially 200 chicks and 50 hens and 10 roosters is a good number to start with.
The chicken being considered is the local chicken, it’s mainly for meat and would be sold alive.
Any excess eggs can be sold at approximately $1.5 for twelve eggs.
The project also includes the establishment of 200 lime trees. Limes can be sold for US$1/kg
and the planned production when the trees are mature is 10kg/month. Once the chicken farm
is fully established small chicken coops will be provided for poor individual families,
An enclosing fence and gate were required to provide security from dogs, cows and
trespassers, the size of the land is 100m long by 35m wide. The fencing costs $USD1 per
kilogram. So, for $100 you get 100kg of fencing which gives you a coverage of 35m at 1.5m
high.
To supply water to the farm a bore has been drilled to a depth of 24m deep at this depth
reliable water was found. At the base of the bore a submersible pump was fitted. An original
external pump was insufficient to draw the water out from this depth.
To date $AUD5177.96 has been expended in the following areas:
Fencing
Well and Electricity
Chicken Houses

$1430.00
$1139.68
$2608.00
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Sapa- Vietnam
One of newest members, Tom Smith and his wife Judy presented a proposal to the
committee.
Tom and Judy have personally been helping poor people in Sapa, Vietnam through a church
group. Tom is offering the coordination of the project to PVI. Tom would provide $3,200 to
PVI, $2,700 of this money would go towards providing food to children of poor families
through a church group in Sapa, and $500 for PVI.
This is Tom and Judy’s story.
We first met May Linh in Sapa when she was 15 years old, she followed us for a day - simply
to learn English. Many years later we asked Father Binh of the Sapa Church to find her and
he managed to get a message to her. She is not of his faith.
We assisted May Linh in small ways - with education in Hanoi, purchasing a computer and
with the deposit on a house after her husband and her had saved a substantial amount by
being English speaking tour guides. Their English is excellent as is their comprehension.
The Hmong people are some of the most illiterate people in Vietnam and we have been
doing small things to assist. The Sapa church takes in needy children and has a great record
of teaching to secondary level and then assist those who can get to University. About 10%
make it to University. Father Binh applied to Project Vietnam for funds to assist feeding the
of children for the ten months they are at the school and his proposal was worth reading. It
detailed the costs with this humanitarian venture and the $3000 we are sending will feed
the 61 children for one month. The proposal also detailed the academic achievements of
the past students and their progress. It was heart-warming to read. June and I are
committed to this venture for a minimum of three years and we will then re-evaluate our
finances. Where does May Lin fit into this picture? She has been in contact with Father Binh
to progress this venture and will also assist with English studies at the school.
Father Binh has stated under his seal of office that the funds will only be used to feed the
needy children in his care.

Fund Raising
In our last newsletter we mentioned that our commitments to the Eumundi Markets were
put on hold until further notice. We are pleased to announce that the markets resumed in
mid July. With the introduction of the COVID Management Plan, only volunteers aged 70
and under were permitted to be rostered, and the handling of cash was prohibited. This left
a small number of volunteers to fill the roles in July/August and Sept. At the beginning of
October the roster returned to normal. A big thank you to Sandra Robinson for preparing
rosters, organising our members and training us on the new Tap and Go system.
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Jim and David enjoying their morning at the Eumundi Market.

On 13th September 11 members volunteered their time as Course Marshals at the Sunshine
Coast 70.3 Triathlon event held at Mooloolabah. It was a long gruelling day but we raised
$1100 for our efforts.

Happy volunteers: John Miller, Judy Malzard, David Williams, Brendan McKenn
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Sponsors
A big thank you once again goes out to our sponsors for their continued financial support.
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